The temple called Ma i Lha khang by the local population is located near the Lhasa-Sichuan Highway before reaching Ganden and shortly after the turnoff to Tshalgungthang Monastery. The nearby mountains to the east, as well as the valley in which the temple is located, are called Balam, 2 while the mountains to the south are called Lango (Glang sgo). On the route to Ma i Lha khang, which is situated approximately seven miles south of the highway, one passes three villages, the last of which, named Ringa (Rigs lnga), lies across a small stream from the temple, which is accessed by a bridge (plate 55).
Entry to the temple is gained by a door (usually kept locked) in the small walled courtyard in front of the temple (plate 56). On the left side of the inner courtyard is another door opening into a storage room, while the front wall of the shallow porch is pierced by two doors, one to the right leading to a tiny room containing numerous miniature clay figures (tsha tsha), and the other, to the left, opening into a somewhat larger, albeit still small room, the walls of which are adorned with paintings. 3 The two rooms are each dominated by an immense mani wheel, hence the name of the temple.
Sherab Yontan, the monk in charge of the lhakhang in 2002, was born in 1945, and was affiliated with Ganden Monastery as a novice, but was forced to marry by the Communists. Since he was the only monk in the area, he was placed in charge of the temple shortly after part of the building was rebuilt in 1985. The villagers, who know little of its history, still support the temple financially, since nowadays it is no longer affiliated with any monastery. Prior to 1959, however, the temple was attached to Ganden Monastery, and from 1930 to the 1940s it was owned by the Mindupu (Rmin drug spug) family, a somewhat powerful family of the fourth-grade level of officialdom, perhaps at the level of a bka'blon or mgo zhabs (?) in Lhasa in the 1930s. 4 When the family's fortunes declined in the 1940s, the family was forced to sell the temple. According to Sherab Yontan, the temple is said to have had a history of one thousand years, and to have been founded at the time of the famed storyteller, Agu Tomba, though the monk admitted he was unsure when the storyteller lived. In fact the temple, or at least the foundation, is in all probability ancient, since it lies near an old trade route that went from Dechen (Dagze) Dzong in the neighboring valley of Tagtse through Shingjang to Samye and thence to Monyul (the modern Arunachal Pradesh and Bhutan). 5 Moreover, another temple in the vicinity, the Balam Shatsa Temple (also called Lag Balampa) was erect-
